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Model Making For Designers



Study Models:

» exploration models: done for the

designer (you) to discover new things
(things you did NOT know prior to
making the model.

* not to ‘present’ the finished design idea



Finished Models:

* Presentation models: done to ‘present’
a finished project to a client.

* These do NOT tell the designer (you)
new things: they are supposed to ‘sell’
your idea to the client.



Google ‘architecture model making’

(click on ‘images’)

Google ‘interior design model making’

(click on ‘images’)

» to see many examples of both kinds of
models.



Physical models for interior design:
models simulate various kinds of construction & various kinds of spaces




Physical models appeal to our senses in ways that are
fundamentally human.

Physical models are ‘real’ in ways that are unlike digital
models.

Physical models raise possibilities that other modes do not.



paper models of building sized spaces




simple form, surface, and opening model




wood models of wall, structure




Showing a fairly realistic space and objects
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« Physical models need to contain pieces that are:

« surfaces and lines, large and small, thick and thin, open and
closed, monochrome and polychrome.

* The level of detail, or visual articulation, can suggest that quality
in the actual, built, space, even though it is not going to be
exactly the same in the built space as in the model.



simple models
a simple model is like a short phrase
“hi what” s up”
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a massing study
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a very ‘realistic’ interior model,(right) vs.
a ‘suggestive’, or possibility-raising model (left)




models made of heavy white paper, grey chipboard
clean, simple materials can create a coherent and unified model.







strong color against white field
regular, geometric, repetition of pieces
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“A Mobile Coffee Shop”

Michelle Rivera, Ohio University Interior Architecture, Sophomore
Studio, 2002




“A Mobile Coffee Shop”

Michelle Rivera, Ohio University Interior Architecture, Sophomore
Studio, 2002
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simulating lighting conditions in white model




showing primary components, structure, order













A typical model showing the exterior shell of a building.
(model by Technical Models Ltd., UK)
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@ srudic 0.10 architects







Google ‘Laser Cut’ sheet materials’






















A way to study light in an interior space







Laser cut panel
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Laser cut panel
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Laser cut panel
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Laser cut panel
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A laser cut bookcase 2020




A laser cut bookcase 2020




A laser cut bookcase 2020




* There are fabulous materials and
technologies available to us in today’s
world!

* Explore and become more creative!





